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February  
 

2017 
 Journal 

New  Yearé. New  Ministry??  

Happy 2017!  Itôs a new year, so why not take on a new ministry?  There are a lot of 

opportunities to be involved in during the Sunday service.  Ushers, Greeters, Readers, 

Eucharistic Ministers, and Acolytes --just to name a few.   And, we are beginning a new 

ministry called ñAmbassadorsò.  This ministry is similar to that of a Greeter, but with a 

few additional duties.  If someone comes to Saint Francis and is not familiar with the 

Episcopal service, then an ambassador will offer to sit with them and guide them 

through the service.  Afterwards, the ambassador will walk back with them to the parish 

hall and introduce them to folks during the coffee hour.  In essence, itôs like a mentor for 

those new to the Episcopal Church and to Saint Francis. 

And to make it easier for you, we are offering trainings for each of these ministries.  So 

why not come to these trainings and see what each ministry is about.  If afterwards you 

decide itôs not for you, then no problem.  But if it seems to be something you want to 

take on, then we can get you on the schedule!! 

And if you are currently performing one (or more) of these ministries, we ask that you 

also come to these trainings.  This will help us to all be on the same page each week. 

Each training will be held on a Tuesday evening at 5:30 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary.   

Training Dates  

Jan 24 th  ð Ushers  

Jan 31 st ð Greeters / Ambassadors  

Feb 7th  ð Greeters / Ambassadors  

Feb 21st ð Eucharistic Ministers (Chalice Bearers)  

Mar 14 th  ð Sr. Acolyte  

Mar 21 st ð Jr. Acolyte (Torch Bearers)  

Mar 28 th  ð Readers 

Apr 4 th  ð Eucharistic Visitors  

Apr 11 th  ð Eucharistic Visitors  
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Peace and Grace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God 
and Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Thank You St. Francis! 

Thank You for your support of all the ministries here! 

I am happy to report that all of our last-minute efforts to catch up have 
paid off in helping to support the ministries of the church. 

We were looking at quite the deficit and yet, at the end, we did better this 
year financially than we have in the last three years I have been here. In 
fact, over the last three years we have shrunk our deficit budget by some 
80%! That is good news. We are definitely headed in the right direction. 

Even more than our Treasure, the most necessary part of St. Francis are 
ALL those folks that give their Time and Talents ï freely. I am truly over-
whelmed at last yearôs heavy involvement in our churchôs ministries. Both 
our internal ministries, and our outreach ministries. The Fifth Sunday initi-
ative will call us even more to be outside of the church, as the church. As 
Christs hands and feet. Out in the world, looking for Christ in others ï 
strangers even! 

Most of all, I am grateful for all of you. I just donôt think I say it enough:  

THANK YOU!!! FOR ALL YOU DO!!! 

ñI thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 
day until now.ò Paulôs Letter to the Philippians 1:3-5 

 

Peace, 
Mitch+ 
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Church Under a Bridge Ministry 

The Church Under a Bridge is a worship service held each Sunday in downtown Tyler for 

the homeless and anyone else who wants to come. In 2016 St. Francis provided 225 

lunches for them on the first Sunday of every month. Many dedicated volunteers work 

together to buy food, water, and supplies, prepare the lunches, and then deliver them on 

Sunday morning. THANK YOU to all who supported and participated in this outreach ef-

fort in 2016 to make it successful. 

Anyone who is interested is invited to join us and help prepare the lunches. We meet at 

10am on the Saturday before the first Sunday of each month. Our next Saturday lunch 

prep morning is February 4. There is no budget for this ministry, itôs only your gifts that 

make it possible. If youôd like to help us continue this ministry in 2017, please make out a 

check to St. Francis and write ñChurch Under a Bridgeò on the memo line. 

Leadership of the Church Under a Bridge Ministry for St. Francis 
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LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 

On the bulletin board just across from the church office is a list of people who for one 

reason or another cannot come to the services to receive communion.  Eucharistic visi-

tors will contact as many as wish to have communion, set up a time to visit, and provide 

them with communion bread and wine.  The visit is scripted on a card and can take as 

little as fifteen minutes. 

When Bob and I started volunteering some seven years ago, with my preschool work 

and his aviation travels, I was apprehensive about doing this.  However, when we visit-

ed these folks, it became evident that they looked forward to seeing us, hearing the 

prayers, listening to the Gospel read, and receiving communion.  I never expected that 

these very people would be the ones who lifted OUR spirits. THEY made US feel won-

derful to have made this important contact.  The REWARDS far EXEEDED the little ef-

fort it took to do this. 

An accident or health issue could cause anyone of us to be confined for a short or 

lengthy period of time.  Wouldnôt you want to have contact with Saint Francis Church 

and be able to continue to receive Communion?  Eucharistic Visitors can provide this 

for you.  There is a need for others to volunteer as Eucharistic visitors and what better 

way to do Godôs work.  The training is simple and SO rewarding.  Please consider your 

time and talents to become Eucharistic visitors. 

Respectfully submitted by Gipsy Schneider 
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Daughters of the King Visit All Saints Chapel  

In November members of Saint Francisô DOK Saint Clare Chapter were treated to a 

tour of the new All Saints Chapel by the Chaplain, Fr. Keith Pozzuto.  The All Saints 

Chapel is located on the campus of All Saints Episcopal School and was completed in 

late 2015.  It offers a seating capacity of 285 on beautiful wooden pews.  All lower 

school students have access to worship in the chapel.  The chapel is also a location for 

holding sacred choral concerts and the acoustics are exceptional.  From it conception, 

the All Saints Chapel was established to make studentsô faith formation stronger.  This 

structure serves as a symbol that shows the importance of faith being the center of 

these studentsô lives.  Fr. Keithôs enthusiasm for this chapel and its importance certain-

ly made an impression on all of us present.  What a wonderful experience! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above are attendees: Fr. Keith Pozzuto, Carol Lanthrum, Sandra Dugan, 
Carole Barnes, Norma Gagliano, Pat Sarubbi, and Susan Kohler with Gipsy Schneider 
behind the camera 



6  

 

Other News and Happenings Since the Last Journal: 

¶ Wednesdays: (All are invited) 

Noonday Bible Study ï A casual setting where we can explore the Bible togeth-

er. 

Healing Services ï A contemplative yet participatory service where we have lay-

ing on of hands and anointing of oil to foster and pray for physical and spiritu-

al health for each other and our community. 

Choir Practice ï Lift your voices and sing songs of praise! 

Adult Lectionary Study ï Lay led discussion of the upcoming Sunday lections 

(Bible Reading selections). 

¶ Fr. Bob DeWolfeôs Bible classes! A classroom type environment where there is 

deep diving into the Biblical text. 

¶ Hand Bell Practice! ï All are invited. It is a great group of folks that come together 

and make the bells sing! 

¶ Christmas Eve Services! 

Family Service was excellent! Thanks go out to all of those volunteers that make 

it happen every year! The kids did a great job! 

The music before the 10:30p service was fun and moving. The service was 

heart warming and exciting. Candles, Silent Night, and Eucharist: what more 

could you ask for? 

Again thanks go out to all those MANY volunteers that make this happen year 

after year! 

¶ Christmas Day service was great! It was joyful and a great way to welcome the ba-

by Jesus into the world. Thanks go out, especially to the ministry volunteers and the 

Altar Guild for all of their hard work! 

¶ Church Under a Bridge Prep ï Here all are invited to help make 275 sandwiches 

and bags in preparation for taking them to the Church Under a Bridge on the follow-

ing Sunday. The Church Under a Bridge is a community that holds worship for the 

homeless under the Gentry bridge. We provide lunch for that community once a 

month. 

¶ Church Under a Bridge Delivery ï On the first Sunday of the month there is a faith-

ful few that deliver the meals prepared the day before to the Church Under a 

Bridge. Some have been known to stay and worship with our homeless neighbors. 

Which from personal experience is quite powerful. 

¶ The OTLB (Out to lunch bunch) met at Old Chicago Pizza this month. Everyone is 

welcome, it is simply yet another opportunity for St. Francis folk to mingle. Bring a 

friend! 

¶ The Invite, Welcome, and Connect meetings are going awesome! If you have not 

had a chance to check one out I recommend it. So many great ideas and things be-

ing done for new and existing ministries of St. Francis! 

¶ There was a Menôs breakfast. ï All are invited to go and if you are lucky you get to 

be there for biscuits and sausage gravy! SOOOOOO filling! 
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February Birthdays 

Janice Teasdale  2/3 

Bill Cornett  2/7 

JB Smith  2/10 

Elaine Willis  2/12 

Hillys Lewis  2/13 

Randy Rocha 2/14 

Pat Sarubbi  2/21 

Mason Miller  2/25 

Robin Seely 2/27 

Vicki Smith  2/27 

February Anniversaries 

Ken Orr and Jo Hart -Orr  2/7 

¶ I want to thank everyone that participates in the bereavement ministry. You all real-

ly stepped up this month and ministered to the community. Thank You! 

¶ The Anglican Rosary happens on the first Wednesday of the Month. Everyone 

meets and if you have not prayed with an Anglican Rosary before you are brought 

up to speed. It is a very powerful way to pray. 

¶ HUGE, HUGE, HUGE THANKS go out to those volunteers that set up and ran the 

Annual Parish Meeting Meal and Baptism! 

¶ We never do things small here at St. Francis. We baptized baby Van and then had 

our meeting and then enjoyed a HUGE meal together. Without ALL of those volun-

teers it would not have been possible. THANK YOU! 

¶ The DOK (Daughters of the King) met. They are a group that does so many things 

around the church along with the many prayers they say. A great group committed 

to serving Christ. 

¶ AND the gardens look so nice! (Thanks gardening angels! If you are reading this 

you can be one too!) 

¶ Plus much, much more! 

Thanks go out to the many volunteers and donors that make these things happen! 
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Parish Library 

Reminder ï our parish has a lending library in the Education building. Across from the 
nursery ï down the hall. There are lots of books ï fiction ï nonfiction ï reference ï you 
name it!!! Please feel free to borrow books or even just spend time sitting in the library 
quietly reading.  

The library will be open during Sunday morning services. Stop by and take a look! 

Also, the books that are currently in the library were donated by members of the congre-
gation. THANKS so much! BUT, we arenôt taking anymore donations at this time, so 
PLEASE donôt leave any more books. You may donate those books to the Salvation Ar-
my, Goodwill, or Hangers or Hope.  

Thanks to everyone for their support of our library and happy reading!!!  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOWé 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper   2/28 

Ash Wednesday    3/1 

Palm Sunday    4/9 

Easter Sunday    4/16 

Pentecost Sunday    6/4  

Blessing of the Animals    10/7 

St. Francis Feast Day    10/8 

Bishop's Visit    11/12 

Thanksgiving Turkey Lunch   11/19 

Christmas Eve Services      12/24 

Remember your change and $5-$10-$20. 

I, as well as all of you, am sure pledge what we know we can give. For what I 

and you can give, I am thankful. We are so close to eliminating our deficit if 

we started to give an extra $5-$10-$20 in the offering plate we would reduce, 

if not even eliminate this yearôs deficit. Together we can fully support the min-

istries of St. Francis! 

Peace, 

Mitch+ 
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St. Francis Episcopal Church 

3232 Jan Avenue 

Tyler, TX 75701 

Telephone: 903-593-8459 

Fax: 903-526-7756 

Email: office@stfrancistyler.org 

Web site: www.stfrancistyler.org 

 

www.facebook.com/StFrancisTyler 

 

http://www.stfrancistyler.org
http://www.stfrancistyler.org
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisTyler

