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A Loving Community, Serving God’s Kingdom

Grace and peace be yours in abundance various worship ministries such as
through knowledge of God and Jesus
choir, altar guild, reader, greeter,
Christ our Lord!
usher, Sr. Acolyte, chalice bearer, and
torch bearer, to be more specific. These
The month of August for St. Francis is are important things to participate in.
a time of discernment. We are all
These worship ministries, I believe, are
individuals being part of a living
as important to the congregation life as
community and we are clearing the
is participation in vestry, Daughters of
worship ministry assignments for the
the King, Church Under a Bridge,
months of September through
yoga, VBS, and the many other
December for a new sign-up cycle in
ministries around the church.
the month of August. It is time to try
new worship ministries, or let go of
This list of ministries, and not all
ones we may no longer feel called to do ministries are listed, demonstrates the
or continue in the regular rhythm of
vibrant life of St. Francis Episcopal
our worship ministries as before.
Church. We are ALIVE IN OUR
FAITH!
St. Francis, as a particular community,
a particular part of the whole Body of
When you see the sign-ups for the
Christ, the universal Church, is also a worship ministries to participate in the
body in itself. All are needed to
months of September through
participate if the Body of Christ at St.
December, be sure to “fill the blanks.”
Francis is to operate more fully in our
We should have a goal to have all of the
particular Episcopalian tradition. In
“blanks” filled before September. As
this tradition, we primarily do worship. always, I ask that you follow your
I say that because we have a building
passion in what you volunteer for.
set aside for nothing but to worship a
Keep in mind that sometimes that
loving God. In that building, we have
passion may not be for what you do,
Books of Common Prayer where we
but for the fact that you are doing
come to praise and give thanks to God, something.
together, as outlined in that book. So
we all share, as able, by our
Moses, Isaiah, and Jeremiah did not
participation.
feel called or equipped to be prophets.
Peter denied Jesus and Paul
In that participation, we have clergy
persecuted Christians. If you have
that have a particular role. There is
doubts about worship ministries, don’t
also not only the possibility, but also
let that stop you. With God all things
the necessity, for lay congregational
are possible. So be brave and sign up.
participation. It may be through the

God’s got this! (And you do to, with
God’s help!)
God’s Peace,
Mitch+
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A Word from Joel...
The Nature of a Miracle
There are many accounts of miraculous healing throughout scripture. And in
reading about those miracles we often think, "Wow, how amazing is that!
Their legs are healed and they can now walk!" (Acts 3:1-10) But how often do
we continue to think about all the other implications that a miracle like this
brings? Upon receiving healing the man at the Beautiful Gate is able to join
the Apostles in the Temple. In doing so, the person who received the miraculous healing of their body also now is able to participate in prayer in the Temple, and is, therefore, able to reconnect with God AND reconnect with his
community. These outcomes of reconnection are also inherent to the nature of a miracle and
should inform the way we think about our current and future ministries in the Church. Are we helping to reconnecting the lost and injured with the one true God? Are we helping to reconnect the
lost and lonely back into a loving community? If we are able to let this understanding of the true
benefits of miracles inform our ministry and outreach, I believe that our service will truly reveal the
Kingdom of God in our midst.
Blessings, Joel+

Church Under a Bridge Prep
Saturday, August 6th at 10am

Wednesday Noon Eucharist
Followed by Bible Discussion
Bring a brown bag lunch

Meet Your Vestry

By Gloria Coughenour

Todd Lestage was born in Lutcher, Louisiana. He moved to Winnsboro at the age of four. He studied at UT Tyler, where he earned a degree in Political Science and an MPA (master’s in public administration). He is currently
employed by the City of Tyler Parks Department.
He and Jill came to St. Francis in 2018. They liked the friendliness and family atmosphere they found here. Todd
does a great job filming the Sunday service for those who are unable to attend in person.
His hobbies include cycling, playing the guitar, and walking his dog Stella. When asked what he wanted people to
know about him, he said he would like them to know how much he enjoys his church family.
Todd says that what he sees as the future of St. Francis is the continuance and growth of the many ministries that St.
Francis offers, not only in our church, but in the community.
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Bob Gray Ordained Deacon in the Episcopal Church
June 25, 2022
Dear St. Francis family,
I want to express my gratitude and say a very sincere thank
you! Ever since I attended my Discovery Weekend in December
of 2017 discerning my call to ordained ministry, I have felt your
prayers and support. Whether it was Fr. Mitch and the vestry
putting my name forward to the Diocese for consideration, or
being prayed for each week in the Prayers of the People, or the financial support Saint
Francis provided, or the “watch party” you all held on the day of my ordination—all of
it meant a lot to me and has helped in my formation of becoming a deacon.
Bishop Doyle has appointed me to be the Deacon at Saint Aidan’s in Cypress. I began
serving there the day after my ordination—Sunday, June 26th. Saint Aidan’s reminds
me a lot of Saint Francis in that it is a parish that is very welcoming, accepting, and
alive. Both recognize the importance of sharing God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness with
one another both inside and outside the walls of the church. I am a part of a great
team at Saint Aidan’s including their Rector, Reverend Les Carpenter and their Curate, Reverend Christine Brunson. Along with them and the entire congregation, I am
very excited and eager to really get to work and bring the church to the world and the
world to the church! What more could a deacon ask for!
Please know that Linda, Julia, Becca, and I are so blessed for our time at Saint Francis. You will always hold a special place in our hearts.
If you are ever in Cypress on a Sunday morning, come worship with us at Saint Aidan’s—8:00 am or 10:30 am. We would love to see you!
Rev. Bob Gray, Deacon
Saint Aidan’s Episcopal Church
Cypress, Texas

Have you looked outside the Parish Hall?
Lots of changes! The drainage work is complete. The black metal fence is up. The wooden fence by
the portable buildings only needs a latch on the gate. However, the tree and shrubs are on hold until
the fall, when it is not as hot as it is now!
Your vestry is now evaluating playground equipment for the space. We have received a generous donation for this work. The vestry is also considering the type of outdoor seating/picnic
tables to purchase, as well as adding hardscape to provide access for all users.
Also improvements have been made in our sprinkler system, which has not been updated in years.
Looking forward to using this new space!
Fr. Mitch+

Ordination Watch Party
June 25, 2022
We are so proud of
both of you!

Fun at Camp Allen

Serendipity Dinner

Worship Ministry Training

Friday * August 26 * 6-8 pm

4th Sunday of each Month
Meet in the Nave at 9:30 am

at St. Clare’s

DOK Meeting
Sat.
Aug 6th
9am

August 28th

September 25th

Men’s Breakfast
Sat.
Aug. 6th
9am

Conversation
On Race

July 31st*12p

VBS 2022
YOU ARE LOVED
Thank you to everyone who blessed the 14 children who attended VBS on July 9 th! We will never
know the full impact of what you did for VBS. We can see the joy and love on the faces of each child
at the time, but we cannot see the long-term impact.
These children will take the love you shared everywhere they go and with everyone they meet. The
love you shared will be in their hearts and they will share it with their children, grandchildren, and
coworkers. Every little bit of love and knowledge you shared via your teaching, smiles, prayers, comfort, offers of water, and help with crafts, will go with them throughout their lives. You shared God’s
amazing love for all children. Thank you.
I also want to thank everyone who made it financially possible for us to share God’s love. You have
also touched future generations with God’s love. Thank you, thank you, this could not have happened
without you.
We hope and pray they will become the future of St. Francis and bless future generations. Please remember all our children when you pray. If you would like to bless children, we can always use volunteers on Sundays. Never underestimate the power of a smile given to a child.
Sheila

Rob Jerger Ordained Deacon in the Episcopal Church
June 25, 2022
Dear St. Francis Family,
It seems like only yesterday you began praying for me as I began the discernment process for the priesthood. What a journey it has been, and your prayers have lifted me
up during this process. Who knew the obstacles we would face on this journey such as
a global pandemic and a treacherous winter storm?
Although my official discernment process started about 5 years ago, the people of St.
Francis began preparing me for a life of service not only when you baptized me in
2005, but especially when you invited me to participate in the life of the church
through service ministry. I say this with every ounce of sincerity I have in me; my
faith and my life were transformed because someone at St. Francis asked me if I could
be a reader, then a Eucharistic Minister and Sr. Acolyte. If you’re not involved in a
ministry of the church, give it a shot and see what happens!
So, what’s next? As of July 1st, Bishop Doyle has named me as full-time Vicar of St.
Clare’s. I am extremely thankful for this opportunity to work full-time in the lifegiving ministry that I have been called into.
We have developed a 5-year growth and development plan for St Clare’s and her missional communities. This plan revolves around our core of building and maintaining
relationships not just in the church but also in the community.
We are in the process of making some cosmetic improvements to St. Clare’s so she
looks more inviting to our congregation and visitors. If you have seen the carpet at St.
Clare’s, you know this is a much-needed improvement.
Throughout the summer I will be doing some continuing education and next month I
will begin the 2-year curate camp program. I am grateful that our diocese provides us
with such good resources to be better clergy in the best diocese in the nation.

Next month St. Clare’s will be hosting your monthly Serendipity Dinner. We look forward to our two churches coming together to share a meal and our love for God and
community.
I wish there were better words to adequately describe the depth of gratitude for my
St. Francis family. May God continue to bless you with the lifegiving work you do so well.
Peace be with you.
The Rev. Rob Jerger, Vicar
St. Clare’s Episcopal Church.

Sheila Thrash begins Iona School of Ministry
September, 2022
Every Sunday you pray for me, and every Sunday my heart is
touched. Some of you may not know my story. I knew at a young
age that I wanted to serve the Lord. The denominations in which I
was raised did not allow women into ministry. It was not until I
was middle-aged that I was introduced to the Episcopal church. The first time I
stepped into an Episcopal Church (at the urging of my son), the peace of God washed
over me, and I knew I was home. A few years ago, I discovered women can be deacons.
At that moment, I knew this was my calling.
I start my next chapter in September at the Iona School of Ministry. St. Francis is
making it possible for me to answer this call and I am humbled, thankful, and blessed.
I have already begun my summer reading assignments and I have never been so excited to have homework!
Thank you, St. Francis! I love St. Francis Episcopal Church!

Reception for
Rob Jerger

What is Resource Day?
3rd Thursday of month, 1-3p

‘Old Time Religion’ Sunday
Sept. 4th * 10:45 am Service
Come sing and hear some of the songs from
Your childhood (or your grandparents’ childhood!)

Yoga * Sundays* 6p
Ed Building * Children’s Room

People who need help with food, rent, electric
bills, etc., can come to the church where Sheila Thrash and Kathy Clark help them locate
and apply for assistance through non-profit
and government agencies.

July 4th Celebration
Ice Cream Social

St. Francis Episcopal Church
3232 Jan Avenue
Tyler, TX 75701
Telephone: 903-593-8459
Email: office@stfrancistyler.org
Web site: www.stfrancistyler.org
www.facebook.com/StFrancisTyler

August Special Events
Sat. August 6, 9:00 am
Men’s Breakfast * Parish Hall
Sat. August 6, 9:00 am
DOK Meeting * Adult Ed Rm
Sat. August 6, 10:00 am
CUB Prep * Ed Building
Thur. August 18, 1-3 pm
Resource Day * Parish Hall

Sun. August 21, noon
Conversation on Race * Adult Ed Rm
Fri. August 26, 6-8 pm
Serendipity Dinner at St. Clare’s
Sun. August 28, 9:30 am
Worship Ministry Training * Nave

WEEKLY RECURRING EVENTS for August
*Subject to change due to COVID restrictions*
Sunday
Nursery available from 8:00 am—1:00 pm
• 8:30 am: Rite I—No music—Masks Optional

•

9:30 am:

•

10:45 am:

•

6:00 pm:
Wednesday
• Noon:
• 2:00 pm:
• 2:00 pm:
Thursday
• 5:00 pm:

Adult—Gospel Discussion—Adult Ed Room
Children—Sunday School—Children Ed Room
Rite II—Traditional Music—Masks Optional
Broadcast Live on Facebook
Yoga—Children’s Ed Room
Noon Eucharist & Bible Study
Widows Support Group—Parish Hall
God’s Grace—St. Clare’s
Handbell Practice—Music Room

