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A Loving Community, Serving God’s Kingdom

Grace and peace be yours in abundance
through knowledge of God and Jesus
Christ our Lord!

pastor of a diocese; guards the faith,
unity, and discipline of the whole
Church; proclaims the Word of God; acts
in Christ’s name to reconcile the world;
Lay run and clergy supported; Christians builds up the church and ordains others.
all.
A priest is to be a pastor, share with the
bishop in overseeing the Church; to
There is a lot of work to be done within
proclaim the Gospel, administer the
the Church. In our Episcopal tradition,
sacraments, and bless and pardon in the
we have dedicated spaces for corporate
name of God. A deacon is to be a servant
worship where we give of our time,
to those in need, and to assist the bishops
talent, and treasure to fulfill the great
and priests in the proclamation of the
commission as stated in Matthew when
gospel and the administration of the
Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and
sacraments. (BCP pp.855-856) The clergy
on earth has been given to me. Go
guide and support the Church.
therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
As laity, ordained to the life of the
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Church by baptism, people are called to
Spirit and teaching them to obey
the same ministry as the clergy, “to
everything that I have commanded you.
represent Christ and his Church.” The
And remember, I am with you always, to laity is also to, “bear witness to [Christ]
the end of the age.” Also in our Episcopal wherever they may be; and, according to
tradition, we have dedicated ministries in gifts given them, to carry on Christ’s
the church, lay and clergy, with
work of reconciliation in the world; and to
differentiated duties. Primarily our
take their place in the life, worship, and
identity, due to our baptism, is as
governance of the Church.” (BCP p.855)
Christians.
The laity participate in the life, worship,
and governance of the Church, that is,
As I just said, we all primarily identify as the running of the Church. Without lay
Christians and that means we have a
participation there is no church. There is
duty to perform. According to the
no life, no worship, and no governance –
Catechism in the Book of Common
no Church.
Prayer, “The duty of all Christians is to
follow Christ; to come together week by
Without both lay and clergy working
week for corporate worship; and to work, together, the Church cannot fulfill its
pray, and give for the spread of the
main mission. There are churches in our
kingdom of God.” (BCP p.856)
diocese without clergy present, but
without the bishop they would not be an
As clergy, people ordained for specific
Episcopal Church. A clergy person by
ministries in the church, there are three themselves is not the church either. It
distinct ministries: Bishop, Priest, and
takes both lay and clergy fulfilling their
Deacon. In general, all clergy are to
calls to Christianity through
“represent Christ and his Church.” More participation and support and working
specifically a bishop is chief priest and
together that makes Church. Lay and

clergy leadership and participation in the
Church is vital in representing Christ
and his Church.
Please consider participating in
leadership today for the life of the
Church.
Alleluia Christ is Risen! The Lord is risen
indeed, Alleluia.
God’s Peace,
Mitch+
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A Word from Joel...
The Priests are Here for You
Are there moments when you are feeling lonely, uncertain about life, or would
like to have someone to talk to? Part of a priest's calling is "to love and serve the
people among whom [they] work, caring alike for young and old, strong and
weak, rich and poor." (BCP, p. 531) In essence, Fr. Mitch and I are here for everyone at St. Francis. Over the next few weeks and months, I am planning to focus a
lot more of my time and energy on meeting with as many people as I can
throughout the community… mainly to see how you are doing. So, please, don't
be surprised if you receive a call, email, or text from me soon to set up a time to meet up. Looking forward to seeing you all soon!

Blessings, Fr. Joel+

**CONGRATULATIONS TO NEWLY ORDAINED DEACONS**

Bob Gray & Rob Jerger
Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, July 3rd, at 9am
Parish Hall

Church Under a Bridge Prep
Saturday, July 3rd, at 10am

Reunion Between Diocese of Texas and
Episcopal Church in North Texas
Pending Approval at General Convention
The Diocese of Texas held Session II of the 173rd Council of
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas on June 9. Delegates overwhelmingly voted to reunite with the Episcopal Church in
North Texas and authorized the hiring of a Bishop Assistant.
This past Saturday, the Episcopal Church in North Texas
(ECNTX) held its Special Diocesan Convention and voted
unanimously to reunite with the Diocese of Texas. ENCTX
has 13 churches covering 24 counties. Next step: The reunification is pending approval by the House of Bishops and
House of Deputies who will vote on the issue at the General
Convention July 8-11 in Baltimore. To stay informed, visit
www.reunion2022.org .

Miles Miller (7/3)

Bitsy Wright Memorial
Sat. July 16, 2022 at 10:00 am
Reception follows in the Parish Hall

*Wednesdays*
Noon Eucharist
Followed by Bible Study
on Gospel of Mark
Bring a brown bag lunch

Pamela Haltom (7/8)

Polly Kuklewicz 7/10)

Sara Steinbrueck 7/11)

Kristen Robinson (7/23)

Leah Armstrong (7/23)

Phyllis Wilcox (7/25)

Connor Ridley (7/31)

Jill & Todd Lestage (7/11)

Kathy Clark (7/10)
Derik Gray (7/14)
Bea Schroeder (7/24)
Mary White (7/31)

Julie & Mark Miller (7/20)

DOK Quiet Day was “Quiet” a Success!!
On Saturday, June 11th, the DOK held a ‘not quiet’
Quiet Day: Community After Crisis: Spiritual Solutions for Stress Management. Brittany Gayetsky
and Don Neal from Mosaic Counseling Centers of
East Texas facilitated the presentation. There was
a small group of 15 that participated and we really got
to listen to each other and how the past few years have
affected us. Learning about one another and expressing
how you feel without judgement is the best way to come
together as a community. We used Prayers of the People,
Lectio Divina, and the Anglican Rosary Prayer of Petition
as spiritual meditation options. If your are interested in
any of the material we used, please see Jay DeOrnellas.

Share Soles —

Save Souls

On Sunday, June 5th, 26 pairs of athletic shoes were delivered to the Church Under a Bridge congregation when we delivered
our 85 lunches. These shoes were donated by members of our church. Most were gently used and some were new, half for women and half for men. One of our members had noticed a need for athletic-style shoes when delivering meals the previous month.
A staff person at CUB said the shoes would be given to those attendees who were in need of shoes. We may ask for shoes again
in several months, so if you have the same type of shoes in the future, save them for us. Thanks to all of you who donated shoes
and those who continue to help with preparation of meals and donate to this outreach mission of St. Francis.

Meeting
Sat.
July 2nd
9am
Adult Ed Room

Ice Cream Social

Serendipity Dinner & Pool Party
Sunday * July 24th * 4p to 7p
Cabell/Kraus Home
Sign up in Hallway

Sun. July 3rd, 9:30a
& Noon
Celebrate July 4th

Worship Ministry Training

Bring your kids, neighborhood kids,
grandkids, cousins…
We will be totally immersing them in
THE LOVE OF GOD.
No sprinkling love-total immersion!!
Still need volunteers to help move children from
activity to activity, help them with their crafts.
Also need someone to help with MUSIC
We will begin and end the day with songs.

Of course, we always need PRAYERS as we share
the love of God to kids in a confusing world.

If you have ever thought you would like to try a
worship ministry position, but weren’t sure
whether it was right for you, come learn about it!
Training for worship ministries: senior acolyte,
chalice bearer, gospel bearer, torch bearer, usher
and greeter, will be conducted once a month. You
will receive a description of the ministry and get
a chance to practice in the nave without the pressure of being in a service. Might even learn a few
new fancy Episcopal words!

4th Sunday of each Month
Meet in the Nave at 9:30 am
July 24th
August 28th

September 25th

St. Francis Episcopal Church
3232 Jan Avenue
Tyler, TX 75701
Telephone: 903-593-8459
Email: office@stfrancistyler.org
Web site: www.stfrancistyler.org
www.facebook.com/StFrancisTyler

July Special Events

WEEKLY RECURRING EVENTS
FOR JULY

Sat. July 2, 9:00 am
Men’s Breakfast
Sat. July 2, 9:00am
DOK Meeting
Sat. July 2, 10:00 am
CUB Prep
Sun. July 3, 9:30 am & Noon
Ice Cream Social

Sat. July 9, 9 am to Noon
VBS
Sun. July 24, 9:30 am
Worship Ministry Training
Sun. July 24, 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Serendipity Pool Party at Cabell/Kraus

*Subject to change due to COVID restrictions*
Sunday
Nursery available from 8:00 am—1:00 pm
• 8:30 am: Rite I—No music

•

9:30 am:

•

10:45 am:

•

6:00 pm:

Adult—Gospel Discussion—Adult Ed Room
Children—Sunday School—Children Ed Room
Rite II—Traditional Music
Broadcast Live on Facebook
Yoga—Children’s Ed Room

Wednesday
• Noon:
• 2:00 pm:
• 2:00 pm:

Noon Eucharist & Bible Study
Widows Support Group—Parish Hall
God’s Grace—St. Clare’s

Thursday
• 5:00 pm:

Handbell Practice—Music Room

