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A Loving Community, Serving God’s Kingdom

Grace and peace be yours in abundance
through knowledge of God and Jesus
Christ our Lord!

During the height of the unknowns of
COVID-19 transmission, we also were
asked to not distribute the wine for some
time; thus, only the bread was offered.
The Common Cup and Intinction
There is a doctrine known as
Recently we changed the way we
“concomitance” in that the body and
distribute the Body of Christ (bread) and blood of Christ are present in both
the Blood of Christ (wine) at communion. elements – both the bread and the wine
(The description is included in this
separately. We make room for this
Journal.) I wanted to explain why it
doctrine in the prayer book for the sick.
matters.
In the event a sick person is unable to
What is it about the common cup that is receive communion, then “it is suitable to
administer the Sacrament of one kind
so important? We believe that is how
only” (BCP 1979, p. 457). Offering
Jesus first demonstrated communion to
Eucharist in one kind only was thought
the disciples and thus handed down the
to prevent people from infecting each
tradition, to do it in remembrance of
other with disease during communion.
Him, to us - one cup to be shared by the
disciples as we continue to do today. If we The idea of one kind communion is also
are to follow the teachings of Jesus, then important for people that cannot sip
alcohol for any reason.
we are also to use a common cup,

representing the unity of the disciples,
and in turn now representing the unity of
the Church. The bread is separately
offered today as it was with the disciples,
resulting from the belief that the Cup
and the Bread should be distributed
separately, as Jesus did. According to the
Book of Common Prayer, both kinds,
bread and wine, are to be offered, “The
Bread and the Cup are given to the
communicants…” (BCP 1979, pp.338,
365).

There, I have now provided a little
background. (There is A LOT MORE on
this topic!) We make exceptions to what
the prayer book says concerning
communion because we love God and
Neighbor and desire to follow the
teachings of Jesus. Remember that Jesus
healed people on the Sabbath, a direct
violation of the law, because it was the
right thing to do. The bishop allowed for
changes in our communion practice in
order that congregations could continue
to be faithful in loving God and in loving
What about intinction or dipping of the
bread in the wine? While intinction is not neighbor, because it is the right thing to
do.
a new thing in the church, (records of it
date as far back as 340 CE), it has been
Finally, we must understand that we do
banned many times and almost always
not regulate God in withholding
frowned upon. Recently (in Anglican
communion of one kind. When we make
terms!), the 1948 Lambeth Conference
Eucharist, we believe God shows up
allowed it with the permission of the
when God shows up. Jesus’ Real
Diocesan Bishop (as we have been
Presence exists in the bread and wine in
allowed in the Episcopal Diocese of
some inexplicable way. It is not how we
Texas).
receive the body and blood of Jesus, but

how we receive them together in
community, in unity, in reconciliation, in
remembrance, in thanksgiving, in faith,
and in Christ. I believe that is the point
of communion – being the Body of Christ,
receiving the Body of Christ as one.
Alleluia Christ is Risen! The Lord is risen
indeed, Alleluia.
God’s Peace,
Mitch+
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A Word from Joel...
Sticking it out Together in Tension
Pro-life and pro-choice. Gun reform and gun rights. These are just a couple of the hot button issues among so many others happening in our country's current discourse. I don't have a strict
formula for figuring out the right answers for everyone, and often, by being followers of Jesus
Christ we are not necessarily called to have all the answers for everyone. Instead, we are called
to live within the tensions these issues bring up in our relationships and lives. In living within
the tension, I believe we are called to not desert each other, but to choose to be in communion
with each other.
So, how do we have conversations about these issues without the threat of permanently separating ourselves from each other? How do we be in conversations with others without labeling them as our enemy? I'm thinking about Jesus' call to love our enemies in Luke 6:27, "But I say to you that listen, love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you…" In this verse we hear the difficult lesson of "love your enemies," AND Jesus also gives us a way to implement this difficult lesson into our lives – by listening! The only way that we will make significant progress on any of these
difficult issues bubbling up in the life of our country is if we are making an effort to truly and generously listen to one another. We should not come to a conversation ready with an answer, instead we should try to put ourselves in our neighbor's shoes and try to figure out how to take a moment to see each other as God sees us – as beloved children of God. And
in doing this, we might find that the Kingdom of God has been made a little bit clearer… through choosing to prioritize
our relationships with each other and choosing to stick things out with each other.
Blessings, Joel+

Church Under a Bridge Prep
Saturday, June 4th, at 10am

Ordination Watch Party
Sat. June 25th at 10am
Sign up in the hallway

Meet Your Vestry

By Gloria Coughenour

Marley Johnson I have decided to do a little something this month and asked Marley to
write about herself. As most of you know, Marley is a teenage member of our Vestry. She has served
us in many other capacities. We are very proud of her and thankful for her participation. It is young
people like Marley that will shape the future of St. Francis. Here she is in her own words:

I was born in Corpus Christi, Texas. I lived there for 9 years, and then moved to Tyler in 2014. We
were looking for a church and found St. Francis and enjoyed how welcoming everyone was. Within
about a year and a half I had started junior acolyting, and now have done about every ministry role
there is at our church. I will be graduating from All Saints Episcopal School next year and hope to
continue my study in supply chain management at the University of Arkansas. My hobbies include
hanging with my friends and watching Marvel movies. I am excited to be a part of the vestry and
have a voice in the church.
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Instructions for Common Cup and Intinction
Dear St. Francis Family,
I have been encouraged to return St. Francis to the Common Cup, or sipping. As of Sunday, May 15, there will both be an option
to sip and an option for intinction, or dipping, the bread.
This is how it will work:

•

When you come to the communion rail, you may kneel or stand as able.

•

If you simply desire a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. The celebrant will give you a blessing.
Please remain in place until the second chalice passes you by.

•

The celebrant distributes the bread to the people.

•

To receive the bread, hold out your hands, one on top of another.

•

You may consume the bread unless you also want to sip wine or perform intinction.

•

The first chalice is for those that desire to sip from the chalice.

•

The second chalice is for those that desire intinction.

•

If you do not wish to receive the wine at all, cross your arms over your chest to signal that intent. Please remain in
place until the second chalice passes you by.

•

For intinction, hold the bread so that it is visible to the chalice bearer, signaling your desire for intinction.

•

If the bread is not visible, the first chalice bearer will offer you the “Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation” and
you may then sip from the chalice.

•

If the bread is visible, the second chalice bearer will offer you the “Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation” and you
may then perform intinction and consume the bread.

•

In all cases, wait until the second chalice passes you by to return to your seat.

I ask for your patience as we implement this new system and that you please be flexible as we continue to be under the uncertainty of the pandemic.
God’s Peace, Fr. Mitch+

Lectio in the Courtyard
Every Friday at 9:30 am
Come to a peaceful, outdoor, 30-minute lectio divina practice. We will meet in the lovely
courtyard between the sanctuary and the Parish Hall. Afterwards, there will be an hour
of coffee and conversation. For more information, contact Sara Back.
*New Service*
Wednesday Noon Eucharist
Followed by Bible Discussion
Bring a brown bag lunch

Sunday, June 5th, 9a to 1p
https://ww3.greatpartners.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/132268

Worship Ministry Training
Have you ever been interested in or curious about learning to serve
in the various worship ministry areas? On the fourth Sunday of
each month starting at 9:30 between the Rite I and Rite II services, training will be conducted. These trainings will discuss and
model the worship ministries of senior acolyte, chalice bearer, gospel bearer, torch bearers, and other areas of worship ministry. A
description of each ministry and responsibilities will be provided to
interested members. If you have ever given any consideration to
these ministries, or you would just like to learn more about them,
please join us. Romans 12:11 “Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord.”

4th Sunday of each Month
Meet in the Nave at 9:30 am
June 26th

July 24th

August 28th

September 25th

Cook Out
Tyler State Park
April 30th

What’s going on outside the Parish Hall?
Actually, lots! Your vestry has been hard at work deciding how to make the grassy area outside the
offices and Parish Hall a more useful place for us to enjoy.
First, there is a drainage problem. After heavy rains, a small ‘creek’ develops from the front sidewalk
to the outside of the first outbuilding, and the area stays wet and muddy. Drainage work should start
June 3rd.
Next, the vestry was concerned about children running into the street. An attractive black metal
fence will be installed in about 6 weeks (supply chain issues!) along the sidewalk and down DeCharles
street. A wooden fence and gate, similar to the railing going to the music room, will complete the enclosure along the breezeway between the church and the outbuildings.
To enhance the beauty of our church and provide safety along the glass windows, azaleas have been
purchased - also a new live oak! The tree will be planted at the opposite end of the lawn from the current young tree, between the sidewalk and the new signs (see marker in the lawn). Expect installation in June.
With the addition of picnic tables, this should provide a pleasant area to enjoy fellowship with each
other, and hopefully our neighbors. See Fr. Mitch, Fr. Joel, and vestry members if you have questions.

It’s almost time for VBS !!
One Day Only
Saturday, July 9th
*Kids * Parents* Save the
Date*

Men’s Breakfast
Sat.
June 4th
9am

Conversation
On Race
June 26*12p

Community After Crisis
Spiritual Solutions for Stress Management
Saturday, June 11, 2022
St. Francis Episcopal Church 3232 Jan Ave Tyler, Tx

9am-2pm Parish Hall
Program presented by Mosaic Counseling Center

All Invited Guests Welcome
Breakfast, Lunch and Beverages Provided
We’ll dive deeper into how the past 2 years have affected us, individually and collectively, and where we go from here, using our
faith to guide us. There will be opportunities to share our experiences, learn new techniques and gain knowledge of resources available in our community.
Please sign up in the Narthex or email office@stfrancistyler.org
Need a ride? Child Care?
Call Jay DeOrnellas 903.504.2122

Baptism, Confirmation & Reaffirmation
Bishop Fisher baptizes
Tristan Jones

Confirmation &
Reaffirmation

Doug Clark (Reaf) Tristan Jones (Bapt)
Jordan & Katherine Chapman (Cf)

Graduation 2022

Congratulations !
Jimmy & Macy

Save the Date

Braver Angels
Sunday July 10 at 12pm

Save the Date

St. Francis in partnership with St. Clare’s is bringing you Braver Angels, an amazing
program designed to bring people together in conversation across lines of political divide. This event will be facilitated by Nancy Earls and Rob Jerger.
Braver Angels seeks to depolarize American politics. Our work is rooted in grassroots
organizing. The root of our organizing, however, begins in the transformation of our
attitudes towards each other. The foundation of all our activities is what we refer to
as patriotic-empathy: the idea that our love for our country is shown by our concern
for our fellow citizens.
If you would like more information about braver angels, go to www.braverangels.org. For
more information on the meeting, see Nancy Earls or Rob Jerger.

Lunch provided - Sign up in the hallway

Bob, Mitch, Rob

Serendipity at the Barrons’
Bitsy Wright’s BD

Fr. Bill Cook With Fr. Mitch at
Joan’s Memorial

St. Francis Episcopal Church
3232 Jan Avenue
Tyler, TX 75701
Telephone: 903-593-8459
Email: office@stfrancistyler.org
Web site: www.stfrancistyler.org
www.facebook.com/StFrancisTyler

June Special Events
Sat. June 4, 9:00 am
Men’s Breakfast
Sat. June 4,, 10:00 am
CUB Prep

Sun. June 5, 9a—1p
Blood Drive
Sat. June 11, 9a—2p
Crisis Management Seminar
Tues. June 21, 6:00 pm
Vestry Meeting
Sat. June 25, 10:00am
Ordination Watch Party
Sun. June 26, noon
Conversation on Race

WEEKLY RECURRING EVENTS for June
*Subject to change due to COVID restrictions*
Sunday
Nursery available from 8:00 am—1:00 pm
• 8:30 am: Rite I—Intinction only—No music—Masks Optional

•

9:30 am:

•

10:45 am:

•

6:00 pm:
Wednesday
• Noon:
• 2:00 pm:
• 2:00 pm:
• 7:00 pm:
Thursday
• 5:00 pm:
Friday
• 9:30 am

Adult—Gospel Discussion—Adult Ed Room
Children—Sunday School—Children Ed Room
Rite II—Intinction Only—Traditional Music
Masks Optional — Broadcast Live on Facebook
Yoga—Children’s Ed Room
Noon Eucharist & bible study
Widows Support Group—Parish Hall
God’s Grace—St. Clare’s
Choir Practice—Sanctuary
Handbell Practice—Music Room
Lectio in the Courtyard & Coffee

